
Once You Were Alienated​ ​ July 20, 2025 
Colossians 1:15-23 
 
SERMON FOCUS:  I must remain grounded and steadfast in the faith. 
 
SERMON FUNCTION:  The hearer will be encouraged to examine if Christ is foremost in his life.  
 
BACKGROUND:  

Last week, we looked at the passage immediately before this, and noted that we must 
walk worthy of our Lord. Verses 13-14 remind us that He has rescued and redeemed us. Today, 
we pick up with verse 15.   
​   
SCRIPTURE READING: Colossians 1:15-23 
INTRODUCTION: 
​ There is a common argument going around that says something like, “Jesus never said 
anything about ________.” And usually it’s something that is recognized as sin, but certain 
people do not want to admit it is sin. There are a couple of problems with this thought, the first 
being that we do not have a record of everything that Jesus said in His life. We simply cannot 
know that He never said anything about a certain subject. But the bigger problem is that if we 
recognize who scripture says that Jesus is, we see that all scripture might as well have been 
spoken by Him personally. We must recognize that Jesus is God, and we must recognize His high 
position.  
 
MESSAGE: 

1.​ I MUST RECOGNIZE CHRIST’S POSITION 
a.​ (15) He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 
b.​ Christ is fully God and fully man. 
c.​ (1 John 4:7-12) “Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and 

whoever loves has been born of God and knows God. Anyone who does not love 
does not know God, because God is love. In this the love of God was made 
manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might 
live through him. In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us 
and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, 
we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one 
another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us.” 

d.​ As the image of the invisible God, Jesus possesses all the character of God. 
e.​ (Philippians 2:5-11) “Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ 

Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a 
thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being 
born in the likeness of men. And being found in human form, he humbled 
himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 
Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is 
above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in 



heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”  

f.​ Just because Jesus came to earth in human form and bore our human 
weaknesses, does not make Him less God. Just because He came to provide grace 
and mercy does not diminish His authority. And we must recognize Christ’s 
authority. 

 
2.​ I MUST RECOGNIZE CHRIST’S AUTHORITY 

a.​ (16) For everything was created by him, in heaven and on earth, the visible and 
the invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities — all things 
have been created through him and for him.  -- Colossians 1:16 (CSB) 

b.​ God the Son was present and involved in the creation of everything. (Gen. 1:26) 
“Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, according to our likeness.  -- 
Genesis 1:26 (CSB) 

c.​ Everything in heaven and on earth He spoke into existence.. 
d.​ As Creator, He has full authority. He even created authority. Every other authority 

that exists on earth is under His authority, whether they recognize it or not. 
e.​ (John 19:9-11) He went back into the headquarters and asked Jesus, “Where are 

you from? ” But Jesus did not give him an answer. So Pilate said to him, “Do you 
refuse to speak to me? Don’t you know that I have the authority to release you 
and the authority to crucify you? ” “You would have no authority over me at all,” 
Jesus answered him,“if it hadn’t been given you from above. This is why the one 
who handed me over to you has the greater sin.” -- John 19:9-11 (CSB) 

f.​ (Philippians 2:9-11) For this reason God highly exalted him and gave him the 
name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee will bow 
— in heaven and on earth and under the earth — and every tongue will confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. -- Philippians 2:9-11 (CSB) 
 

3.​ I MUST RECOGNIZE CHRIST’S PREEMINENCE 
a.​ (17-18) He is before all things, and by Him all things hold together. He is also the 

head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so 
that he might come to have first place in everything.” 

b.​ If He is truly before all things and holds all things together, our lives and attitudes 
should reflect this. 

i.​ Christ must be my first consideration in my actions. Does this glorify Him 
or not? 

ii.​ Does this please Him or not? 
iii.​ Does this bring me or someone else closer to Him or not? 

c.​ He is the head of the church. Everything the church does is by and for Him. 
i.​ We must honor Him in our worship. 

ii.​ We must demonstrate His character to others. 
iii.​ We must be who He has called us to be. 

d.​ He is also the firstborn from the dead. This is the promise of our own 
resurrection.  



e.​ Christ is first in all these things. He absolutely must be first in our lives. Which 
means that we must get and remain reconciled to Him. 

 
4.​ I MUST REMAIN RECONCILED TO CHRIST 

a.​ (21-23) Once you were alienated and hostile in your minds expressed in your evil 
actions. But now, he has reconciled you by his physical body through his death, to 
present you holy, faultless, and blameless before him--if indeed you remain 
grounded and steadfast in the faith and are not shifted away from the hope of 
the gospel that you heard.  

b.​ Note that Christ has reconciled us to Him. It is what He did, not what we did. We 
are not capable of reconciling ourselves to God. However, we are capable of 
resisting reconciliation. We must not resist reconciliation. And when reconciled, 
it is our job to remain in Christ, drawing closer to Him.  

c.​ We must remain steadfast and not drift. 
i.​ We must not be drawn away by the world’s distractions. 

ii.​ We must not be captivated by the world’s promises. 
iii.​ We must not succumb to the world’s fears. 
iv.​ We must remain clinging tightly to our Lord, our Savior. 

d.​ He is the King of kings and Lord of lords, and we must keep Him first in 
everything we think, say, and do.  

 
5.​ THE GOSPEL IN SIMPLE FORM (adapted from Dr. James Merritt). 

a.​ Bad News: We are all sinners separated from God. 
b.​ Worst News: There is nothing we can do about our sin problem. 
c.​ Good News: Christ did for us what we cannot do for ourselves. 
d.​ Best News: Salvation and eternal life are a free gift, but you must receive it. 

 
INVITATION HYMN # 305 I Have Decided to Follow Jesus 
 
 


