He Has Rescued Us July 13, 2025
Colossians 1:9-14

SERMON FOCUS: | must walk worthy of the Lord.
SERMON FUNCTION:

BACKGROUND:

The Church at Colossae was planted by a believer named Epaphras, whom Paul had sent
from Ephesus while he was there. Paul wrote this letter to the church there during his first
Roman imprisonment, between 60-62 A. D. During this time, he also wrote the books of
Philemon, Philippians, and Ephesians. These are known as the “prison epistles.” Paul is writing
to this church to encourage them, and of course, to counter some false teaching. Let’s take a
look.

SCRIPTURE READING: Colossians 1:9-14
INTRODUCTION:
Story of Land Navigation fail at Sergeant’s Course.

MESSAGE:
1. 1 MUST WALK WISELY

a. (9) “We are asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of his will in all
wisdom and spiritual understanding.”

b. (James 1:5) “Now if any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God—who gives to
all generously and ungrudgingly—and it will be given to him.”

c. There is only one source of true wisdom--God. We receive His wisdom by:

i.  Reading and meditating on His word. “I have treasured your word in my
heart so that | may not sin against you.” (Psalm 119:11)

ii. Inspiration of the Holy Spirit. “But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom
the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and remind you
of everything | have told you.” (John 14:26)

d. We cannot get anywhere with God following the world’s “wisdom.”

e. God does not give us wisdom for our own edification. He gives it to us so that we
may do His will. Note that Paul says, “We are asking that you may be filled with
the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding, so that you
may walk worthy of the Lord.

2. | MUST WALK WORTHY
a. We do not have the ability to walk worthy of the Lord on our own.
b. We do not have the knowledge and wisdom to walk worthy of the Lord on our
own.
c. Inour natural state, we walk in the flesh, cater to the flesh, and the way of the
flesh leads to death.



It is only by reliance on the Holy Spirit that we have the knowledge and ability to
walk as someone who is worthy of the Lord.

Having the knowledge and the ability are one thing. Actually walking worthy of
the Lord is a separate thing that also requires effort.

EXAMPLE: Self-driving vehicle vs. walking.

3. I MUST WALK IN STRENGTH

a.

(11) “being strengthened with all power according to his glorious might, so that
you may have great endurance and patience.”

This strength does not come from within us. It comes from God himself who
gives us strength.

A lot of people think that strength comes from within us. # strong.
Mahatma Ghandi said, “Strength does not come from physical capacity. It comes
from an indomitable will.” Joel Osteen said, “We may get knocked down on the
outside, but the key to living in victory is to learn how to get up on the inside.”

i.  (Habakkuk 1:11) “Then they sweep by like the wind and pass through.
They are guilty; their own strength is their god.”

ii. If we could live our lives pleasing to God in our own strength, there would
be no necessity of Christ or the cross.

The thing is that true strength does not come from within us. It comes from God
according to His power. He strengthens us to do His will.

i.  (Philippians 2:13-15) “For it is God who is working in you both to will and
to work according to his good purpose. Do everything without grumbling
and arguing, so that you may be blameless and pure, children of God who
are faultless in a crooked and perverted generation, among whom you
shine like stars in the world.”

We are to walk wisely and worthy in the strength that our Lord gives us, not
relying on ourselves, but fully relying on Him. While we are doing that, we must
walk thankfully.

4. | MUST WALK THANKFULLY

a.

(11-12) “So that you may have great endurance and patience, joyfully giving
thanks to the Father who has enabled you to share in the saints’ inheritance in
the light.”
| often speak about our attitudes. Our attitudes affect all that we do. If we are
thankful, we will be joyful.
It’s the difference between saying “Thank you” for a present you don’t really
want and being truly thankful for a gift that you treasure.
(8) “He has told us about your love in the Spirit.”
i.  Love of God makes us thankful for what He has done.

ii. If we do not love God, we are not thankful to Him.

ii.  If we do not love God, we trample on His grace.
(1 Thess. 5:18) “Give thanks in every circumstance, for this is God’s will for you in
Christ Jesus.”



i. Inthe good times, give thanks.
ii. Inthe bad times, give thanks.
f.  Our joyful thankfulness shines a light for others.

5. THE GOSPEL IN SIMPLE FORM (adapted from Dr. James Merritt).
a. Bad News: We are all sinners separated from God.
b. Worst News: There is nothing we can do about our sin problem.
c. Good News: Christ did for us what we cannot do for ourselves.
d. Best News: Salvation and eternal life are a free gift, but you must receive it.

FOUR QUESTIONS:
1. What do you hear God saying to you?
2. What keeps you from doing that?
3. If you were to do that, what might be a good first step?
4. Who are you going to tell?
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