For the Good of All July 6, 2025
Galatians 6:1-10

SERMON FOCUS: | have responsibilities to Christ.
SERMON FUNCTION: The hearer will recognize the seriousness of the Christian life.

BACKGROUND: Paul wrote Galatians around 49 A. D. to a group of Gentile churches that he had
planted on his first missionary journey. Some false teachers have come trying to convince these
Gentile converts that they must obey the whole law. Paul is writing to dispute the notion.

SCRIPTURE READING: Galatians 6:1-10
INTRODUCTION:

(OLD Story) George was a plumber who joined a church in a small town. The next week,
Sister Bertha noticed that his truck was parked for two days at the local bar. So she started with
the phone calls, and told the pastor that George must be an alcoholic because his truck was at
the bar so much. Word gets back to George, so after church on Sunday, he follows Sister Bertha
home, parks in front of her house and walks home.

We are not responsible to discuss and gossip about our brothers and sisters. We are
responsible to monitor our own behavior and to help others. First, let’s discuss how | am
responsible for myself.

MESSAGE:
1. |1 AM RESPONSIBLE FOR MYSELF

a. (4-5) “Let each person examine his own work, and then he can take pride in
himself alone, and not compare himself with someone else. For each person will
have to carry his own load.”

b. Nobody but you is responsible for your own sinful attitudes and actions.

i.  Nobody gets to “make you sin.”
i. (Matthew 15:19) “For from the heart come evil thoughts, murders,
adulteries, sexual immoralities, thefts, false testimonies, slander.”
iii.  We cannot put the responsibility for our sin on someone else.
1. He made me mad.
2. She started it.
c. Nobody but you is responsible for your own obedience to Christ.
d. This is not the same as legalism.
i.  Legalism causes us to focus on sin.
ii.  We are to focus on Christlikeness instead.
iii.  Like driving on the road, where you focus is where you’ll go.

e. (Ezekiel 18:17) “He keeps his hand from harming the poor, not taking interest or
profit on a loan. He practices my ordinances and follows my statutes. Such a
person will not die for his father’s iniquity. He will certainly live.”

f. (Jeremiah 31:30) “Instead, each will die for their own sins.”



g. We must remember that the standard we are to follow is Christ’s standard. We
do not compare ourselves to the standard of other believers, or to the world in
which we live.

i.  “Other Christians do this.” This doesn’t make it helpful or necessary for
you.
ii.  “lavoid the big sins.” Good for you, but that is not the standard.
iii. The question s, “Am | being obedient to Christ’s command?”

h. (5) “For each person will have to carry his own load.” Each of us will have to carry
the burden of our own sin.

i. The fact that we are responsible for our own obedience to Christ, however, does
not relieve us from responsibility for others. In fact, Christlikeness calls us to look
out for our brothers and sisters.

2. | AM RESPONSIBLE FOR OTHER BELIEVERS

a. (1) “Brothers and sisters, if someone is overtaken in any wrongdoing, you who
are spiritual, restore such a person with a gentle spirit, watching out for
yourselves so that you also won’t be tempted.”

b. This does not imply that we are constantly looking out for others to do wrong.
The word overtaken implies being caught in the act. We are not looking for our
brothers and sisters to do wrong, hoping to catch them. We should be looking for
the good in each other.

c. If we, however, catch someone in the wrong, we must lovingly and gently
address it.

i.  We are gentle because our Lord is gentle to us.
ii.  We are loving because our Lord is loving to us.
iii.  We are truthful because our Lord is truthful.
iv.  We also recognize that we are prone to sin.

d. We are not just responsible for confronting sin in our brothers and sisters, we are

responsible for helping them.
i.  We will reap the reward of doing good for them.
i. (10) “Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us work for the good of all,
especially for those who belong to the household of faith.
iii.  This does not relieve us of the call to help strangers, but we are to have a
special emphasis on doing good to each other.

e. Inverse 2, we are told to carry each other’s burdens and in this way we will fulfill

the law of Christ.

3. THE GOSPEL IN SIMPLE FORM (adapted from Dr. James Merritt).
a. Bad News: We are all sinners separated from God.
b. Worst News: There is nothing we can do about our sin problem.
c. Good News: Christ did for us what we cannot do for ourselves.
d. Best News: Salvation and eternal life are a free gift, but you must receive it.

FOUR QUESTIONS:



What do you hear God saying to you?

What keeps you from doing that?

If you were to do that, what might be a good first step?
Who are you going to tell?
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INVITATION HYMN # 309 Lord, I’'m Coming Home



