How Baptists Became Champions
of Religious Liberty

The Baptist movement originated in the early 17th century, ke); figures being
John Smyth and Thomas Helwys. Their theological convictions, particularly the
emphasis on believer’s baptism and voluntary faith, laid the groundwork for a
broader commitment to freedom of religious belief. Unlike the state churches
then, which mandated infant baptism and adherence to state-supported religious
tradition, early Baptists argued genuine faith could only arise from a personal,
voluntary decision to follow Christ.

Thomas Helwys, in his groundbreaking work A Short Declaration of the Mystery of
Iniquity (1612), boldly argued that “For men’s religion to God is between God and
themselves. The king shall not answer for it. Neither may the king be judge between
God and man. Let them be heretics, Turks, Jews or whatsoever it appertains not to
the earthly power to punish them in the least measure. This is made evident by our
lord the king by the scriptures.” Helwys' work was one of the first English-language
books to call for complete religious freedom—then a radical notion.

Baptists would go on to play a crucial role in shaping the First Amendment of the
United States Constitution, guaranteeing the free exercise of religion. Prominent
Baptist figures like Isaac Backus and John Leland were instrumental in lobbying for
religious freedom. Leland, a Virginia Baptist, worked closely with James Madison
and played a significant role in ensuring that protection for religious liberty was
included in the Bill of Rights. Leland helped ensure that the new American republic
would not establish a state church, thus protecting individual religious rights.

Baptists’ unwavering commitment to religious liberty has been a defining
feature of their history and identity. From the early theological convictions of
John Smyth and Thomas Helwys to the modern advocacy of the ERLC, Baptists
have consistently championed the principle that faith must be free from state
coercion. As the world becomes increasingly pluralistic, the Baptist tradition of
advocating for religious liberty remains crucial. By continuing this legacy, Baptists
and others committed to religious freedom can ensure that this fundamental right
is preserved and protected for future generations.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
SAPPONY BAPTIST CHURCH
Be in prayer for our sick and shut-ins as they are
July 6, 2025

unable to be with us.

Rev. Michael Dickey, Pastor
WEDNESDAY PRAYER MEETING: Wednesday prayer

www.sapponybaptist1773.org meeting will resume this week at 3pm at the parsonage.
The WOM will meet Monday, July 7. at 9:30am at the
Invocation and Welcome Parsonage.
Hymn 379 “Brethren We Have Met to Worship” If you wish to receive text message updates (including

Prayer requests) from the church, please text “JOIN” to
(804)430-6282 in order to be added to the list. Also
Missionary Prayer Calendar please save that number as a contact in your phone to
ensure that our messages don’t go to your spam folder.

Hymn No. 411 “Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus”

Pastoral Prayer
THE PRAYER WALL is up on our website. Anyone may now

Hymn No. 413 “Faith Is the Victory” submit prayer requests online, so please check the wall and

Doxology ~ commit to praying for those requests. Also, please update
us on any prayer requests that you have. This can be done

Scripture Galatians 6:1-10 on the website or by contacting Sue (804) 731-1481 or
suewinfield171@gmail.com.

Message Rev. Mike Dickey

“For the Good of All” Don’t forget to sign up for the Family weekend of Sept. 20-21

at Kehukee. Signup sheet on bulletin board in social hall.

Hymn No. 309 “Lord, I'm Coming Home”

PREREAD FOR NEXT WEEK: Colossians 1:1-14
Benediction



