Led By The Spirit June 24, 2025
Galatians 5:13-26

SERMON FOCUS: | must use my freedom in Christ to serve others.
SERMON FUNCTION: The hearer will examine how they view Christian freedom.

BACKGROUND:

Paul wrote the book of Galatians to a group of churches he had planted likely on his first
missionary journey. People had come along, trying to teach these Gentile believers that they
had to keep the whole Jewish law in order to be Christians. Paul recognized that those false
teachers were trying to put these people back into slavery to the law. Paul wrote to make the
argument that the gospel of Christ is enough.

SCRIPTURE READING: Galatians 5:13-26
INTRODUCTION:

| saw the other day where two U. S. senators introduced legislation to ban smoking at VA
facilities in order to protect the health of veterans and the workers. The thing is that smoking
has been banned in Federal buildings since 1997. All smoking areas at VA facilities were
removed in 2019. And various other laws cover smoking at healthcare facilities. So, in essence,
what is happening is that we are piling more laws on top of already existing regulations. We are
increasing the opportunity for what is called legalism.

After the law was given, generations upon generations of rabbis added regulations onto
the law for various reasons. They interpreted the law a certain way. They felt clarification was
needed. They wanted to prevent people from accidentally offending God. What ended up
happening is that people were judged (by others) on how well they kept every minute detail of
all the regulations. People became legalistic. People looked for loopholes. People wanted the
appearance of obeying the law without doing everything it required. But God doesn’t desire
legalism, He desires relationship. Christ has declared us free, but how do we view that freedom?
Let’s take a look at what true freedom means.

MESSAGE:
1. | AM FREE FROM LEGALISM, NOT LOVE
a. (13) “For you were called to be free, brothers and sisters; only don't use this
freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but serve one another through love.”
b. What has occasioned Paul to write this is that some have come after him
teaching the Galatians that in order to be Christian, they must be circumcised
and that they must obey the whole Law of Moses.
c. Keepin mind that people who had grown up with the Law their entire lives could
not keep the whole Law.
i.  The Law does not prevent sin; it points it out.
ii.  The Law can cause us to focus on sin, not on grace.
d. Christ freed us from the Law by fulfilling the whole Law. This freedom, however,
is not from the moral law, but from living lives colored by legalism.



e.

i.  Some churches have rules against their members drinking, smoking,
playing cards, watching certain shows, listening to certain music, etc.
ii.  The Mosaic law was this way. Leaders put up a fence to keep you from
getting to the fence.
The simple fact is that we are not to focus on sin, but instead, to focus on love of
God and love of neighbor. We do not need to focus on sin because we have been
freed from sin.

2. | AM FREE FROM SIN, NOT SANCTIFIED LIVING

a.

People often misunderstand the difference between being free from sin and
being free from the consequences of sin.

If I think of myself as only free from the consequences of my sin, that seems like
license to keep on sinning. (Rom. 6:1-2) “What should we say then? Should we
continue in sin so that grace may multiply? Absolutely not! How can we who died
to sin still live in it?”

When we accept Christ, we make a conscious decision to repent from sin, crucify
the flesh, and live for Him.

Again, this is not focusing on sin; it is focusing on the love of Christ so much that
we seek to do what pleases Him.

This principle also applies to others. We love others enough that we do not sin
against them. We love others as ourselves and therefore we think of ourselves
less and others more.

3. | AM FREE FROM SELFISHNESS, NOT SERVICE

a.
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(13) “Only don’t use this freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but serve one
another through love.”

The flesh wants to put ourselves first.

Service puts others before ourselves.

The example of Jesus washing the feet of His disciples.

The world is increasingly telling us to follow the desires of the flesh. Not only
does this displease God, but it creates a world full of selfish people who lack
concern for others.

Paul has helpfully given us a way to diagnose if we are living for the flesh or
walking in the spirit. It can be seen in our character and actions.

4. MY CHARACTER IS PROOF OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, OR LACK THEREOF

a.

b.
C.
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If you are living for the flesh, you will exhibit the behaviors in vv. 19-22.

If you are walking in the Spirit, you will exhibit the character traits in vv. 22-23.
If we are truly in Christ, we put away the behaviors of the flesh.

If we are truly in Christ, we care for each other. We love each other. We serve
each other. We esteem others above ourselves. We do not condemn others.

If we are walking in the Spirit, our love of Christ and of others shows.

When this love shows, we have opportunity to share this love with others.



5. THE GOSPEL IN SIMPLE FORM (adapted from Dr. James Merritt).
a. Bad News: We are all sinners separated from God.
b. Worst News: There is nothing we can do about our sin problem.
c. Good News: Christ did for us what we cannot do for ourselves.
d. Best News: Salvation and eternal life are a free gift, but you must receive it.

INVITATION HYMN # 317 Only Trust Him



