Undoing Babel June 8, 2025
Genesis 11:1-9

INVOCATION: Merciful Lord, we join together in worship of you today. We thank you for the
Holy Spirit dwelling in us who teaches us and reminds us of your teaching. Hear the songs that
we sing as worship to you. Hear our prayers as we seek your good in this world. Amen.
WELCOME: Be sure to welcome visitors.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

HYMN # 243 Sweet, Sweet Spirit
HYMN # 410 It Is Well

MISSIONARY PRAYER CALENDAR

PASTORAL PRAYER:

OFFERTORY HYMN # 469 Revive Us Again



SERMON FOCUS: | must trust God above all others.
SERMON FUNCTION: The hearer will observe ways that they may not be trusting God.

BACKGROUND: In this world, we have always known of people having many languages. In fact,
there are about 7,000 languages in use in the world today. But at one time, there was only one
language. Let’s read about when that changed.

SCRIPTURE READING: Genesis 11:1-9

INTRODUCTION: Read Acts 2:1-13. Since today is the celebration of the Holy Spirit coming down
at Pentecost, it seemed wise to look back at the incident which made different languages a
thing. So let’s compare what Babylon got wrong with what those participating in Pentecost got
right.

MESSAGE:
1. I MUST TRUST GOD TO KEEP HIS PROMISES
a. The people in the land of Shinar did not trust God to keep His promise
i.  They wanted a high tower to protect them from the flood
ii.  The materials they used were to withstand a flood.
iii.  This was somewhere between 100-300 years after the flood. They had
been told the story, but did not trust God to keep His promise.
iv.  They were expected to scatter and repopulate the earth.
b. The people in Jerusalem on Pentecost trusted God to keep His promise.
i.  They were waiting (they had no way of knowing how long) for the gift of
the Holy Spirit.
ii.  Inthe meantime, they were worshipping.
iii. They were expected to be gathered together for the Festival.
c. Christ has promised to return. We must believe in that promise. While we are
waiting for the fulfillment of that promise, we must continue to be faithful in
glorifying Him.

2. | MUST GLORIFY GOD, NOT MYSELF
a. (4) Let us make a name for ourselves; otherwise we will be scattered throughout
the earth.
b. The people of Babylon were more interested in impressing men than in obeying
God.
i.  Many today fall into that trap.
ii.  Welive in a world that encourages us to glorify ourselves.
c. The people in Jerusalem for Pentecost were obeying God by being present for
the Festival. Later, persecution will scatter them.
d. The people in Jerusalem were interested in glorifying God.
i.  The disciples were worshipping expectantly.
ii. The devout Jews from various nations were worshipping.



e. On this day, the Holy Spirit came and the disciples glorified God in languages they
did not know. In fact, Peter preached the first sermon of the church that day and
pointed people to Christ.

f.  What if the people had not been present for this blessing?

3. GOD’S FRUSTRATION OF OUR PLANS CAN BE A BLESSING
a. When God confused the languages at Babylon, He stopped the people from

continuing their sinful plot.

He slowed down the rebellious men’s plotting against Him.

By scattering them God gave them the chance to obey Him.

d. Of course, the disciples were too willing to stay in Jerusalem until persecution
broke out, causing them to scatter. This is a blessing for us!

e. Of course, people still gather and plot their rebellion against God. And we are
stuck in the world with them. What do we do in the meantime?
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4. | MUST WAIT PATIENTLY FOR THE UNDOING OF BABYLON
a. Pentecost showed us a partial undoing of the confusion of languages from Babel.
b. When Christ returns, all the rebellion of Babylon will be undone.
¢. When Babylon is undone, everyone will trust Him, everyone will believe Him, and
nobody will try to glorify himself above God. And everyone will glorify God for all
eternity. And we get to participate in that. We also want to encourage others to
participate in Christ’s Kingdom.

5. THE GOSPEL IN SIMPLE FORM (adapted from Dr. James Merritt).
a. Bad News: We are all sinners separated from God.
b. Worst News: There is nothing we can do about our sin problem.
c. Good News: Christ did for us what we cannot do for ourselves.
d. Best News: Salvation and eternal life are a free gift, but you must receive it.

INVITATION HYMN # 308 Pass Me Not



