
Not Only For These​ ​ June 1, 2025 
John 17:20-26 
 
INVOCATION: Loving Lord, we are thankful to once again be gathered in your presence. We 
thank you for the many blessings we have received. We thank you for the strength and health 
that you have given us this week. We also thank you for the long line of disciples who shared 
the gospel with us so that we may be assured today. Hear our songs and our prayers to you this 
morning. Amen.  
 
WELCOME: Be sure to welcome visitors. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 
HYMN # 2 Holy Holy Holy 
HYMN # 4 To God Be the Glory 
 
MISSIONARY PRAYER CALENDAR 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER:   
​  
 
OFFERTORY HYMN # 595 Send the Light 
 
 

 



SERMON FOCUS:  I must live like Jesus prayed I would.  
 
SERMON FUNCTION:  The hearer will examine his life for signs that he is living like Christ.  
 
BACKGROUND:  
​  On the night of Jesus’ betrayal, leaving the Last Supper and heading to the Garden of 
Gethsemane, Jesus takes the time to pray for His disciples. After that, he prays for those who 
will believe because of the disciples’ testimony. That includes us, so as we read this, please 
remember that Jesus prayed for you. 
​   
SCRIPTURE READING: John 17:20-26 
INTRODUCTION: 
​ What does it mean to us that Jesus, shortly before going to die for our sins, prayed for 
us. Long before anyone even thought of us, Jesus prayed for us. Let’s look at the things that 
Jesus felt were important enough to pray for us about. 
 
MESSAGE: 

1.​ JESUS PRAYED THAT WE WOULD BELIEVE 
a.​ Jesus knew that the disciples’ failure would be temporary. 
b.​ Jesus knew that after the resurrection His disciples would be encouraged. 
c.​ Jesus knew that after Pentecost they would be emboldened. 
d.​ The restoration of the disciples would lead to many generations of disciples. 
e.​ His command to make disciples is not only for the Twelve, but for us as well. 
f.​ Hearing and believing are inextricably connected. 

i.​ (Rom. 10:14-17) How, then, can they call on him they have not believed 
in? And how can they believe without hearing about him? And how can 
they hear without a preacher? And how can they preach unless they are 
sent? As it is written: How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good 
news. But not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, Lord, who has 
believed our message? So faith comes from what is heard, and what is 
heard comes through the message about Christ. 

ii.​ The message of the gospel was entrusted to ordinary men who would be 
faithful to carry the message to others. It still works the same way today. 

g.​ Jesus prayed that we would hear and believe. But there is more. Jesus prayed 
that we as the Body of Christ would be united. 

 
2.​ JESUS PRAYED THAT WE WOULD BE UNITED 

a.​ (21) May they all be one, as you, Father, are in me and I am in you. 
b.​ Where did we go so wrong? 

i.​ Division over non-essentials. 
ii.​ Division over personalities. 

iii.​ Division over sin. 
c.​ (Titus 3:10) As for a person who stirs up division, after warning him once and 

then twice, have nothing more to do with him. (ESV) 



d.​ (Proverbs 15:18) A hot-tempered person stirs up conflict, but one slow to anger 
calms strife. 

e.​ Paul addresses divisions in the church in 1 Corinthians 3. Two thousand years 
later, the church continues to divide. 

f.​ Certainly, we must part ways with those who are heretics and apostates, but we 
must never part ways with the legitimate church. We must have unity with those 
who trust Christ. We must be unified in our love of Christ and each other. 

 
3.​ JESUS PRAYED THAT WE WOULD LOVE 

a.​ (26) “I made your name known to them and will continue to make it known, so 
that the love you have loved me with may be in them and I may be in them.”  

b.​ Jesus is known for His sacrificial love. We, His followers, should also be.  
c.​ Many things are mistaken for love in the world. True agape love puts God first 

and others second.  
d.​ In fact, how we love each other helps the world to see and know Him. 

 
4.​ JESUS PRAYED THAT WE WOULD CAUSE THE WORLD TO KNOW HIM 

a.​ (23) “I am in them and you are in me, so that they may be made completely one, 
that the world may know you have sent me and have loved them as you have 
loved me.” 

b.​ The world sees the love of Jesus for them through us. 
c.​ (John 13:35) “By this everyone will know you are my disciples, if you have love 

for one another.  
d.​ Again, if we love God and demonstrate our love of Him in our lives, we will be 

happy to tell others about Him. Then others can join us in seeing Christ’s glory. 
 

5.​ JESUS PRAYED THAT WE WOULD SEE HIS GLORY 
a.​ (24) “Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, so that 

they will see my glory, which you have given me because you loved me before 
the world’s foundation.”  

b.​ On the Mount of Transfiguration, Peter, James, and John got to see Jesus’ glory. 
One day, we will all see His glory.  

c.​ Again, we want to bring others with us to see His glory. This is why we share the 
gospel.  

 
6.​ THE GOSPEL IN SIMPLE FORM (adapted from Dr. James Merritt). 

a.​ Bad News: We are all sinners separated from God. 
b.​ Worst News: There is nothing we can do about our sin problem. 
c.​ Good News: Christ did for us what we cannot do for ourselves. 
d.​ Best News: Salvation and eternal life are a free gift, but you must receive it. 

 
 
INVITATION HYMN # 317 Only Trust Him 
 


