The Holy Spirit Will Remind May 25, 2025
John 14:23-31

SERMON FOCUS: | must pay attention to what the Holy Spirit reveals to me.
SERMON FUNCTION: The hearer will examine his life for signs of Christ.

BACKGROUND: It’s the night of the Last Supper. Judas Iscariot has left to betray Jesus. Jesus is
getting a few words in with the remaining disciples before going to the Garden of Gethsemane.
In verse 22, we read, “Judas (not Iscariot) said to him, ‘Lord, how is it that you’re going to reveal
yourself to us and not to the world.”” This Judas that John makes sure we know is not the
betrayer is likely the disciple known elsewhere in scripture as Thaddeus. Jesus answers his
guestion in the words of verses 23-31.

SCRIPTURE READING: John 14:23-31
INTRODUCTION:

Can you see the wind? | have often seen the effects of the wind. But the wind itself,
while you may see what it does, you do not really see it. It is the same with Christ in our lives.
People will often see the effects, but will not understand. Let’s look at the meaning of Jesus’
answer to Thaddeus’ question.

MESSAGE:
1. CHRIST IS REVEALED BY OUR LOVE
a. (23) “If anyone loves me, he will keep my word.”
i.  Keeping His word means that we honor our Lord in our:

1. Thoughts
2. Words
3. Actions

ii.  Christis not honored in merely performative Christianity.

1. “Humans do not see what the Lord sees, for humans see what is
visible, but the Lord sees the heart.” (1 Samuel 16:7)

2. “The Lord said: These people approach me with their speeches to
honor me with lip-service, yet their hearts are far from me, and
human rules direct their worship of me.” (Isaiah 29:13)

3. “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! You are like
whitewashed tombs, which appear beautiful on the outside, but
inside are full of the bones of the dead and every kind of
impurity.” (Matthew 23:37)

iii.  Keeping His word means, “I have treasured your word in my heart so that
| may not sin against you.” (Psalm 119:11)
b. Our love for Christ reveals His presence in our lives to us, even if it is not obvious
to others. They may see our good works, but they cannot really understand that
it is Chris in us until they have Christ in themselves.



c. Yes, Christ is revealed in our love for Him and in His love for us that we share with
others. He is also revealed in us in the presence of the Holy Spirit.

2. CHRIST IS REVEALED IN THE PRESENCE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
a. (26) “But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name,
will teach you all things and remind you of everything | have told you.”
i.  We previously read in v. 23, “My Father will love him, and we will come to
him and make our home with him.”
ii.  The Counselor, the Holy Spirit, is one with the Father and Son.

1.
2.

“] and the Father are one” (John 10:30)

“God wanted to make known among the Gentiles the glorious
wealth of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.”
(Colossians 1:27)

“And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead lives in
you, then he who raised Christ from the dead will also bring your
mortal bodies to life through his Spirit who lives in you.” (Romans
8:11)

iii.  How courageous should we be to know that the Holy Spirit is dwelling in
us to teach us and remind us.
iv.  We have to do two things as the result of this knowledge:

1.

2.

Submit ourselves to the teaching of the word.
a. Personal devotion reading
b. Attending worship and Bible study.
Pay attention when the Holy Spirit reminds us what we have been
taught.
a. “But when they hand you over, don’t worry about how or
what you are to speak. For you will be given what to say at
that hour” (Matthew 10:19)
b. “Now God has revealed these things to us by the Spirit,
since the Spirit searches everything, even the depths of
God.” (1 Corinthians 2:10)
If you have not submitted to the teaching that God has already
revealed about Himself in Scripture, you will not receive a new
teaching from the Holy Spirit. If you haven’t paid attention to what
is already revealed to you, do not expect to hear something new.

v.  Like our love of Christ, the Holy Spirit in us is something we experience
that cannot necessarily be observed by others. They may see the
evidence of it, but they will not understand because these things are
spiritually discerned. Christ is revealed in our love, in the Holy Spirit
indwelling in us, and finally, in our peace.

3. CHRIST IS REVEALED IN OUR PEACE
a. (27) “Peace | leave with you. My peace | give to you. | do not give to you as the
world gives. Don’t let your heart be troubled or fearful.”



b. The world’s peace is temporal and external.

i.  Every man-made effort at world peace has failed.

ii.  The world wants peace on its terms.

iii.  The problem with the peace that the world gives is that humans are still
sinful.

c. Christ’s peace is eternal and internal.

i.  We have peace knowing that whatever happens in this world, God is in
control.

ii.  “We know that all things work together for the good of those who love
God, who are called according to his purpose.” (Romans 8:28)

iii.  Peace that is given by the world can be taken away by the world. Peace
that is given by Christ cannot be taken away by the world.

iv.  Christ’s peace does not rely on circumstances, but on His promise.

v.  Like our love for Him and the Holy Spirit dwelling in us, our peace can be
observed by those outside the faith, but definitely not understood by
them.

vi. It can only be understood by those whom God calls into the house of
faith. We must be, of course, ready to have that conversation with them.

4. THE GOSPEL IN SIMPLE FORM (adapted from Dr. James Merritt).
a. Bad News: We are all sinners separated from God.
b. Worst News: There is nothing we can do about our sin problem.
c. Good News: Christ did for us what we cannot do for ourselves.
d. Best News: Salvation and eternal life are a free gift, but you must receive it.
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