That You May Believe April 27, 2025
John 20:19-29

SERMON FOCUS: | must not fear.

SERMON FUNCTION: The hearer will examine if he is living with the peace that Christ called him
to.

BACKGROUND: Last week, of course, we observed the Resurrection of Christ. Mary Magdalene
had a face-to-face encounter with Him. She, and some other women, told the men who did not
believe them. That, of course, will change that very same evening.

SCRIPTURE READING: John 20:19-29

INTRODUCTION: Last week, we observed that Mary Magdalene (and some other women)
bravely went to Jesus’ tomb to do a last kindness for Jesus. They did this while the disciples
bravely hid in Jerusalem. They were living in fear, which is one thing that we must not do.

MESSAGE:
1. | MUST NOT LIVE IN FEAR OF MY ENEMIES

a. (19) “The disciples were gathered together with the doors locked because they
feared the Jews.”

b. Truthfully, they had reason--The Jews had handed the Messiah over to be
crucified. What was to stop them from doing the same to His followers.

c. Locking the door was prudent. Hiding out of a paralyzing fear is not prudent.

d. Our enemies, our only enemies, are the enemies of God and He will deal with
them.

e. When Jesus was arrested and crucified, He willingly went. He is always in control.
We do not have to be.

f.  We are often told in scripture that things will be difficult. They would soon
become very difficult for the disciples. But, scattered throughout scripture is the
reminder that no matter how bad things get, we are not to fear!

g. “Don’t fear those who kill the body but are not able to kill the soul; rather, fear
him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.” Matthew 10:28

h. One of the ways that we can avoid fear is to remain with other believers.

2. | MUST REMAIN WITH OTHER BELIEVERS
a. 72 Hours before this time, Jesus had washed their feet at the Last Supper, and
instructed them to do the same for each other.
b. He had instructed them to love each other. Christ always intended that they
would, at least for a time, stay together.
c. Itis much easier for Satan to attack us when we are alone.
i.  Fear thrives in isolation.
ii.  Sin thrives in isolation.
iii.  Faith thrives in community.



d. Hebrews 10:25 reminds us to not neglect meeting together, as some are in the
habit of doing.

e. When we are with each other, we strengthen each other and help each other to
draw closer to Christ.

3. IFIAM IN CHRIST, | NEED NOT FEAR HIS RETURN
a. Notice that both times Christ appears, what He says is, “Peace be with you.”
b. Itis entirely possible that the disciples were worried about Christ appearing.
i.  They had failed to stay awake to pray in the garden.
ii.  They had run away when He was being arrested.
iii.  Peter had denied Him.
iv.  It's entirely possible that they thought, “He’s going to be upset.”
c. When we encounter our Lord, we become keenly aware of our sins and failures.

i.  When Prophet Isaiah saw the Lord, his response was, “Woe is me for | am
ruined because | am a man of unclean lips and live among a people of
clean lips, and because my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of Armies.”
Isaiah 6:5

ii.  Simon Peter, upon witnessing a miraculous catch of fish, said, “Go away
from me, because I’'m a sinful man, Lord!”

d. These disciples likely were feeling shame. We do not need to bear our shame
anymore because Jesus took it all upon Himself on the cross.

e. We know that we must not live in fear of our enemies, we must remain with
other believers, and we must not fear Christ’s return. While we are doing all that,
we also must see ourselves as people who are sent from Christ.

4. | MUST SEE MYSELF AS ONE WHO IS SENT FROM CHRIST
a. (21) “As the Father has sent me, | also send you.”
b. Send us to do what!
i. Be witnesses
ii. Love one another
iii.  Share the gospel
iv.  Make Disciples
c. Of course Jesus was sending the apostles into the world to make disciples. By
extension, He has sent us to do the same thing.
d. We know that we must accept Christ, but so often we think that this is where the
obligation ends. In fact, it’s where the obligation begins.
e. Sharing the good news is a major part of what we do. Let’s do that together this
week.

5. THE GOSPEL IN SIMPLE FORM (adapted from Dr. James Merritt).
a. Bad News: We are all sinners separated from God.
b. Worst News: There is nothing we can do about our sin problem.
c. Good News: Christ did for us what we cannot do for ourselves.
d. Best News: Salvation and eternal life are a free gift, but you must receive it.



INVITATION HYMN # 312 Softly and Tenderly



