| Have Seen the Lord April 20, 2025
John 20:1-18

SERMON FOCUS: | must follow the example of Mary and the disciples after the Resurrection.
SERMON FUNCTION: The hearer will examine his life for obedience to Christ.

BACKGROUND: Last Sunday, we discussed the Triumphal Entry, the big parade where Jesus rode
into Jerusalem on a donkey. After that parade, Jesus returned to Bethany that night. He spent
Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday teaching in the Temple and going to Bethany at night.
Thursday, for the Passover meal, He washed the feet of His disciples and they shared the meal
that we know as the Last Supper. After that, while praying in the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus
was arrested and put through three different trials. Friday, He was crucified, then buried in a
borrowed tomb. Saturday, the Sabbath, nothing happened. Then came early Sunday morning.
That is where we pick up today.

SCRIPTURE READING: John 20:1-18
INTRODUCTION:

Have you ever thought about the example that Mary and these two disciples give us in
this passage? Today, we are going to learn from their reaction to the empty grave. What
demand does a resurrected Christ make on my life? The first seems obvious, and that is that |
must show up.

MESSAGE:
1. 1 MUST SHOW UP (v. 1)
a. Let us justimagine if Mary (and the other women mentioned in Mark’s gospel)
had slept in and not shown up.
b. Mary showed up looking to do a last act of kindness for him.
She was rewarded for this by being the first to see the resurrected Lord.
d. If Mary hadn’t shown up, how long would it have been before the disciples knew
of the Resurrection?
e. Showing up is essential. If you do not show up, you miss seeing something God
wanted you to see or doing something that He wanted you to do.
f.  Not only must | show up for the Lord, but | must be willing to believe.
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2. | MUST BELIEVE (v. 8-9)

a. “The other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, then also went in, saw, and
believed. For they did not yet understand the Scripture that he must rise from
the dead.”

b. When John says that “he believed,” this means that he realized what Jesus had
been saying all along.

c. He had been hearing Jesus the whole time without believing Him! | don’t think
that it’s as much doubt as a lack of comprehension.



d. Seeing the neatly folded linen cloth convinced him that Christ had been
resurrected. It would not have been there had the body been stolen.

e. lam not talking about a head-knowledge of Christ. | am talking about being
deeply convinced of Him.

f.  These men had been following Jesus daily for 3 % years, and still didn’t really “get
it.”

g. When we believe, we trust and wait on the Lord.

3. | MUST WAIT ON THE LORD

a. The disciples waited where they had been staying. They did not really know what
else to do.
Mary waited at the tomb. She also didn’t really know what else to do.
Sometimes we can get so caught up in needing to act that we forget that our
Lord reveals things in His time.

d. Jesus pointed out to Mary that He had not yet ascended to the Father. People
had waited centuries for the Messiah. We have been waiting two millennia for
Him to return. We must continue to wait.

e. We must also be sure that we know the Lord and can recognize Him.

4. | MUST RECOGNIZE THE LORD (v. 16)
a. Let’s not be hard on Mary for thinking that Jesus was the gardener.
i.  She still thought he was dead and had been stolen.
ii. It was very early, maybe not even fully light yet.
iii.  She had been crying.
b. When Jesus spoke her name, she immediately recognized Him.
c. She knew Him and she responded with great joy!
d. We should also know Him and respond with great joy!

5. 1 MUST SHARE THE NEWS (vv. 17-18)
a. Jesus gives Mary Magdalene one command--to go and tell the disciples.
b. We know from other gospel accounts that the men thought she was crazy.

c. We risk people thinking that we’re crazy by talking about the resurrected Lord.
But we must talk about Him.

6. THE GOSPEL IN SIMPLE FORM (adapted from Dr. James Merritt).
a. Bad News: We are all sinners separated from God.
b. Worst News: There is nothing we can do about our sin problem.
c. Good News: Christ did for us what we cannot do for ourselves.
d. Best News: Salvation and eternal life are a free gift, but you must receive it.
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