“Look, | am about to do something new; even now it is coming.
Do you not see it?”
Isaiah 43:19 (CSB)

A Gift to Open Later

When next spring’s leaves are wrapped tightly in their buds, is the gift
yours yet? There are gifts God has given us which will be yet a little while
in opening. The ultimate gift is the righteousness of God, promised in the
early ages, given in the midst of the years, yet “ready to be revealed in the
last time” (1 Peter 1:5).

Walking in wintry woods, we see on every branch the gifts of spring
wrapped up in their tight buds: what if we doubted spring? The dead of
winter is brown, and we might never again see green—so we think when
we doubt the gift God has already given. But when we know the Giver, our
faith does not disappoint us, and in the brown woods every bud on the
trees is a gift we will open at just the right time; so, we rejoice. “Even now it
is coming” (Isaiah 43:19).

If we opened our gifts too soon, the leaves would die. The time has to be
right. On a winter’s day our joy is believing in spring—a new thing God is
doing. Though we cannot open our gifts early, we do have them! Spring is

mine even in December, because, in the Spirit of Christ, | can see it.

To the Lord, who has given the ultimate gift, announced beforehand

and ready to be revealed, be all thanksgiving; our thanks and our joy are

the gifts on Father’s wish list.

Stephanie McGuirk is a freelance writer from Middle Tennessee.
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and on earth peace,
good will toward men.

LUKE 2:14 (KJV)
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Invocation and welcome

Hymn No. 89 “O Come All Ye Faithful”
Hymn No. 91 “Silent Night, Holy Night”
Missionary Prayer Calendar

Pastoral Prayer

Hymn 93 “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear”

Doxology
Scripture Zephaniah 3:14-20
Message Rev. Mike Dickey

“God is Among You”
Hymn No. 280 “Jesus Keep Me Near the Cross”

Benediction

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Be in prayer for our sick and shut-ins as they are
unable to be with us.

HOLIDAY SCHEDULE: There will be no Wednesday Bible
Study on December 25% (Christmas), or January 1%,
(New Year’s Eve). We will meet as usual on December 18.

ATTENTION: Sunday, December 22",
TACKY SWEATER SUNDAY

'COME DRESSED FOR THE DAY

We have an app for your smartphone, in the app store find
“Our Church-By ChurchDev.com.” When you open it, search
for Sappony Baptist Church. There you will have access to our
Sermons, daily devotions, and other content.

. Christmas Eve Candlelight Service will be on Tuesday, Dec.

24 at S5pm.

Address for Judy: Judy Houchins
c/o Kristine Thompson
5430 Purdy Road
Emporia, Va. 23847

PRE-READ FOR NEXT WEEK: Micah 5:2-5



